
 
 

National Shoreline Management Study  

Eroding U.S.  Shorelines - A Call for Resilience Planning

The congressionally-authorized National Shoreline Management Study (NSMS) is the first undertaking in nearly 
a half-century to document the physical, economic, environmental, and social impacts of shoreline change 
across each region of the U.S. Under the leadership of the Institute for Water Resources of the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers, NSMS provides coastal scientists, government policymakers, and stakeholders with information 
about the coastal regions most in need of resilience planning. 
 

While Congress has funded NSMS since 2001, appropriations in recent years have declined.  This 
decrease in support has come just as there is a public awakening to the dangers of increased coastal flooding.   
The congressionally-mandated Comprehensive Study following SuperStorm Sandy shows the critical role that 
Federal leadership and funding plays to help States, local government, businesses and other key stakeholders 
engage in planning that addresses potential future risks and allows for a fundamental shift away from costly and 
near-sighted disaster-driven responses. 
 

Continual erosion of the U.S. shoreline presents a considerable financial and safety risk to coastal infrastructure, 
economies, and populations. Individual regions face unique challenges and require solutions reflective of that. 
The following graphs and charts underscore the importance of the coastal economy to the national economy. 
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