WRRDA 7001 Submissions Package
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

Proposal Name: Lake Okeechobee Everglades Ecosystem Protection
Submission Date: 09/15/2016
Proposal ID Number: 6ab9d149-0d59-4fd9-adfe-44bc566d6171

Purpose of Proposal: The modification to the existing authorization would be as follows:

Section 5158 (3) (G) (127) of title V of the Water Resources Development Act, 2007 (P.L. 110-114) is amended
by striking “SOUTH SEMINOLE AND NORTH ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA” and adding “SOUTH
SEMINOLE, NORTH ORANGE COUNTY AND OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FLORIDA” and by striking
“the South Seminole and North Orange County Wastewater Transmission Authority, Florida” and adding
“the South Seminole and North Orange County Wastewater Transmission Authority, Florida and Okeechobee
Utility Authority, Florida.”

Section 5158 (3)(G)(127) of title V of the Water Resources Development Act, 2007 (P.L> 110-114) would
now read —

SOUTH SEMINOLE, NORTH ORANGE COUNTY AND OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FLORIDA. —
$30,000,000 for wastewater infrastructure for the South Seminole and North Orange County Wastewater
Transmission Authority, Florida, and Okeechobee Utility Authority, Florida.”

The modification would allow the Okeechobee Utility Authority to move forward with the Corps of Engineers
to participate in the Environmental Infrastructure program, and purse a project that would provide for the
removal of approximately 1,600 septic tanks and associated drain fields and several small wastewater package
treatment plants which impact both environmental and aquatic ecosystems. The flow from these facilities
either directly or indirectly flow into tributaries to Taylor Creek, near where Taylor Creek flows into Lake
Okeechobee. As you are aware, Lake Okeechobee is the headwaters for the Everglades. Additionally, flows
from the lake are periodically diverted towards marine estuaries located on both the Atlantic and Gulf of
Mexico coastal regions.
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1. Administrative Details

Proposal Name: Lake Okeechobee Everglades Ecosystem Protec-
tion

by Agency: Okeechobee Utility Authority

Locations: FL

Date Submitted: 09/15/2016

Confirmation Number: 6ab9d149-0d59-4fd9-adfe-44bc566d6171

Supporting Documents

File Name Date Uploaded

Okeechobee Utility Authority Letter.pdf | 09/15/2016

Bill Nelson - Okeechobee Utility Author- | 09/15/2016
ity - WRRDA Ltre of support.pdf

ECO Letter of Support.pdf 09/15/2016
Okeechobee County Letter of Sup-| 09/15/2016
port.pdf

Okeechobee Utility Authority 2016- | 09/15/2016
proposal.pdf

Okeechobee Utility Project Map.pdf 09/15/2016

Rooney 09 28 15 Okeechobee Utility | 09/15/2016
Support Letter.pdf

SFWMD Letter of Support.pdf 09/15/2016
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2. Provide the name of the primary sponsor and all non-Federal interests that have contributed
or are expected to contribute toward the non-Federal share of the proposed feasibility study or
modification.

Sponsor Letter of Support

Okeechobee Utility Authority(Primary) | The project will collect and treat wastewater that
will prevent nutrients from septic tanks systems to
enter waters of the State of Florida (Taylor Creek)
and Lake Okeechobee (headwaters to the Everglades).
This project will directly support the Everglades/Lake
Okeechobee Protection Acts, and is consistent with
existing Corps of Engineers authority to carry out En-
vironmental Infrastructure projects, which have been
authorized in previous Water Resources Development
Acts and funded in annual Energy and Water Devel-
opment Appropriations legislation. In addition, this
project will support the goals and objectives of sev-
eral State agencies, including the Florida Department
of Environmental Protection and the South Florida
Water Management District, and Federal agencies,
including the Environmental Protection Agency and
the Army Corps of Engineers, which have made the
protection of the headwaters, Lake Okeechobee and
the Everglades Ecosystem a priority.

3. State if this proposal is for a feasibility study, a modification to an authorized USACE
feasibility study or a modification to an authorized USACE project. If it is a proposal for a
modification, provide the authorized water resources development feasibility study or project
name.

[x] Modification to an Authorized USACE Project : South Seminole and North Orange County Florida
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4. Clearly articulate the specific project purpose(s) of the proposed study or modification.
Demonstrate that the proposal is related to USACFE mission and authorities and specifically
address why additional or new authorization is needed.

The modification to the existing authorization would be as follows:

Section 5158 (3) (G) (127) of title V of the Water Resources Development Act, 2007 (P.L. 110-114) is amended
by striking “SOUTH SEMINOLE AND NORTH ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA” and adding “SOUTH
SEMINOLE, NORTH ORANGE COUNTY AND OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FLORIDA” and by striking
“the South Seminole and North Orange County Wastewater Transmission Authority, Florida” and adding
“the South Seminole and North Orange County Wastewater Transmission Authority, Florida and Okeechobee
Utility Authority, Florida.”

Section 5158 (3)(G)(127) of title V of the Water Resources Development Act, 2007 (P.L> 110-114) would
now read —

SOUTH SEMINOLE, NORTH ORANGE COUNTY AND OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FLORIDA. —
$30,000,000 for wastewater infrastructure for the South Seminole and North Orange County Wastewater
Transmission Authority, Florida, and Okeechobee Utility Authority, Florida.”

The modification would allow the Okeechobee Utility Authority to move forward with the Corps of Engineers
to participate in the Environmental Infrastructure program, and purse a project that would provide for the
removal of approximately 1,600 septic tanks and associated drain fields and several small wastewater package
treatment plants which impact both environmental and aquatic ecosystems. The flow from these facilities
either directly or indirectly flow into tributaries to Taylor Creek, near where Taylor Creek flows into Lake
Okeechobee. As you are aware, Lake Okeechobee is the headwaters for the Everglades. Additionally, flows
from the lake are periodically diverted towards marine estuaries located on both the Atlantic and Gulf of
Mexico coastal regions.
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5. To the extent practicable, provide an estimate of the total cost, and the Federal and non-
Federal share of those costs, of the proposed study and, separately, an estimate of the cost of
construction or modification.

Federal Non-Federal Total
Study $275,000 $175,000 $450,000
Construction $10,000,000 $10,000,000 $20,000,000

Explanation (if necessary)
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6. To the extent practicable, describe the anticipated monetary and nonmonetary benefits of
the proposal including benefits to the protection of human life and property; improvement to
transportation; the national economy; the environment; or the national security interests of
the United States.

The proposed Lake Okeechobee/Everglades Ecosystem Protection Project would provide for the removal of
approximately 1,600 septic tanks and associated drain fields and several small wastewater package treatment
plants which impact both environmental and aquatic ecosystems. The flow from these facilities either directly
or indirectly flow into tributaries to Taylor Creek, where Taylor Creek flows into Lake Okeechobee, the
headwaters for the Everglades. Additionally, flows from the lake are periodically diverted towards marine
estuaries located on both the Atlantic and Gulf of Mexico coastal regions. This summer, those flows discharged
the noxious blue-green algae into Martin County’s coastline, having a detrimental effect on the tourism
economy.

Since the project is designed to remove nutrients and bacteria, water quality impacts from the septic
tank /package treatment plant discharges will be removed. These nutrient rich discharges lead to excessive
growth of emergent and submerged plants such as cattails and the noxious blue-green algae. With the removal
of these excessively elevated nutrients to the aquatic ecosystem, overall water quality will improve in the
receiving body. Water clarity will improve which in turn will allow for native submerged plants (i.e., southern
naiad, muskgrass, peppergrass and tapegrass) to thrive, thereby providing cover for marine species and a
dependable food source for others.
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7. Does local support exist? If ‘Yes’, describe the local support for the proposal.

[x] Yes

Local Support Description

This project is supported by the Florida Department of Environmental Protection, South Florida Water
Management District, Okeechobee County, City of Okeechobee and Economic Council of Okeechobee. It also
has the support of Senator Bill Nelson and Congressman Tom Rooney.

8. Does the primary sponsor named in (2.) above have the financial ability to provide for the
required cost share?

[x] Yes
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Primary Sponsor Letter of Support

(As uploaded)
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Okeechobee Utility Authority Letter.pdf
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OKEECHOBEE UTILITY AUTHORITY
100 SW 5th Avenue
Okeechobee, Florida 34974-4221

(863) 763-9460

FAX: (863) 467-4335
September 8, 2016

Ms. Lisa Kiefel, Planning Community of Practice
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

441 G Street NW.

Attn: CECW-CE

Washington, DC 20314-1000

Re: Section 7001 Water Resources Reform and Development Act 2014

Dear Ms. Kiefel:

This letter is submitted in response to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers annual request
for proposals in accordance with Section 7001 of the Water Resources Reform and
Development Act of 2014 (WRRDA 2014). On behalf of the Okeechobee Utility
Authority, 1 am submitting a modification to an existing authorization for consideration.

| -respectfully request that the Corps modify an existing authorization. for an
environmental infrastructure project in Florida, (Section 5158(3)(G)(127) of title V of the
Water Resources Act of 2007) that has never been utilized to allow the Okeechobee
Utility Authority to support a viable public utility infrastructure project that will protect
Lake Okeechobee/Everglades Ecosystems and provide for the health and safety of
residents and visitors in the Lake Okeechobee region. The Okeechobee Ultility
Authority would act as the local sponsor for the project.

This project will directly support the Everglades/Lake Okeechobee Protection Acts, and
is consistent with existina Corps of Engineers authority to carry out Environmental
Infrastructure projects, which have been authorized in previous Water Resources
Development Acts and funded in annual Energy and Water Development Appropriations
legislation.

The proposed Lake Okeechobee/Everglades Ecosystem Protection Project would
provide for the removal of approximately 1,600 septic tanks and associated drain fields
and several small wastewater package treatment plants which impact both
environmental and aquatic ecosystems. The flow from these facilities either directly or
indirectly flow into tributaries to Taylor Creek, near where Taylor Creek flows into Lake
Okeechobee. As you are aware, Lake Okeechobee is the headwaters for the
Everglades. Additionally, flows from the lake are periodically diverted towards marine
estuaries located on both the Atlantic and Gulf of Mexico coastal regions.




Since the project is designed to remove nutrients and bacteria, water quality impacts
from the septic tank/package treatment plant discharges will be removed. These
nutrient rich discharges lead to excessive growth of emergent and submerged plants
such as cattails and noxious blue-green algae. With the removal of these excessively
elevated nutrients to the aquatic ecosystem, overall water quality will improve in the
receiving body. Water clarity will improve which in turn will allow for native submerged
plants (i.e., southern naiad, muskgrass, peppergrass and tapegrass) to thrive, thereby
providing cover for marine species and a dependable food source for others.

In addition, this project will support the goals and objectives of several State agencies,
including the Florida Department of Environmental Protection and the South Florida
Water Management District, and Federal agencies, including the Environmental
Protection Agency and the Army Corps of Engineers, which have made the protection of
the headwaters, Lake Okeechobee and the Everglades Ecosystem a priority.

The project has the direct support of Okeechobee County and the City of Okeechobee,
Florida Department of Environmental Protection as well as the South Florida Water
Management District are all aware of the project.

The total cost for this project is approximately $20,000,000. The Okeechobee Utility
Authority has the financial ability to provide up to 50% for this project.

Please find several letters attached providing support for the conceptual idea of the
project.

Thank you for your consideration of this project. We look forward to discussing it with
you further. If you have any questions for us, please contact our Washington
consuitant, Jim Davenport at 703-841-0626, or the Okeechobee Utility Authority
Executive Director, John Hayford at 863-763-9460.

Sincerely,

ﬁﬁ Hayfor

Executive Director
Okeechobee Utility Authority

OKEECHOBEE UTILITY AUTHORITY « 100 SW 5TH AVENUE « OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA 34974-4221 « (863) 763-9460




Other Non-Federal Sponsors
Letter(s) of Support

(This is as uploaded, a blank page will show if nothing was submitted)
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Bill Nelson - Okeechobee Utility Authority - WRRDA Ltre of
support.pdf
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United States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-0905

B ORIDA September 24, 2015

Jo Ellen Darcy, Assistant Secretary of the Army of Civil Works
Department of the Army

Headquarters, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

441 G Street, Northwest

Washington, District of Columbia 20314-1000

RE: Okeechobee Utility Authority - Water Resources Reform and Development Act of
2014

Dear Secretary Darcy:

[ am pleased to provide this letter in support of the Okeechobee Utility Authority's efforts
to obtain a federal grant. The goal of their proposed project, Lake Okeechobee/Everglades
Ecosystem Protection Project, is to protect both environmental and aquatic ecosystems in their

region. I respectfully request your consideration of this organization’s application for federal
funding.

The proposed Lake Okeechobee/Everglades Ecosystem Protection Project seeks to protect
the headwaters, Lake Okeechobee, and the Everglades ecosystem. If funded, they will positively
impact the environmental and aquatic ecosystems by removing approximately 1,600 septic tanks
and associated drain fields and several small wastewater package treatment plants. The flow
from these facilities either directly or indirectly flow into tributaries to Taylor Creek, which flows
into Lake Okeechobee, the headwaters for the Everglades.

Again, I encourage your consideration of this worthy cause. If I can be of further
assistance in this matter, please do not hesitate to contact me at the address below.

cerely,
~

BN/jm

CC: Ms. Michelle McGovern, Regional Director, U. S. Senator Bill Nelson

United States Senator Bill Nelson, Landmark Two, 225 East Robinson Street, Suite 410, Orlando, Florida 32801
Telephone: (407) 872-7161 * Toll-Free in Florida Only (888) 671-4091 * Fax: (407) 872-7165
http://billnelson.senate.gov



Other Non-Federal Sponsors
Letter(s) of Support

(This is as uploaded, a blank page will show if nothing was submitted)
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ECO Letter of Support.pdf
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Okeechobee Utility Authority
WRRDA 2014 Request for Inclusion
September 23, 2015

Page 9 of 12

Attachment E — Letter of Support Hon. Senator B. Nelson, Florida

Economic Council of Okeechohee

E C O Post Office Box 718
Okeechobee, Florida 34973

o ot (863) 467-0200
www.ecok.org

December 19, 2014

Mr. Tommy Clay, Chairman
Okeechobee Utility Authority
100 SW 5™ Avenue
Okeechobee, FL. 34974

RE: Lake Okeechobee/Everglades Ecosystem Protection Project

Dear Mr. Clay:

The Economic Councii of Okeechobee supports the eiforis of the Okeechobee Utility Authority
to complete the Lake Okeechobee/Everglades Ecosystem Protection Project contingent upon the
availability of grant funding to cover the total costs of the project.

Our economicaliy-disadvantaged community has already contributed significant funds to this
project and our designation as a Rural Area of Critical Economic Concern necessitates Federal
funding to complete the construction of the project.

We recognize the significani impaci thai removing 1,630 sepiic ianks and drain fieids wouid
have on the environmentally-sensitive ecosystem in the Taylor Creek Watershed near Lake
Okeechobee. Tourism and seasonal visitors account for a large portion of Okeechobee’s
economy. an industry that depends heavily on the health of Lake Okeechobee and its
surrounding water bodies.

Completing this project would allow Okeechobee Utility Authority to grow their customer base
benefitting the utility through improved operational efficiency. A more-efficient utility would in-
turn benefit Okeechobee’s economy making the community more attractive to new industry and
business.

in addiiion, the Ukeechobee Utiiity Auihority wiii be abie io meei iheir commiimenis io
developers located in the project area.

Pas 1

For these reasons, and shouid funding become avaiiable, we suppori the Okeechobee Utility
Authority’s Lake Okeechobee/Everglades Ecosystem Protection Project.

If younéed further information, please feel free to contact me.

Chairman

Economic Council of Okeechobee 1

Attachment F — Letter of Support Economic Council Okeechobee



Other Non-Federal Sponsors
Letter(s) of Support

(This is as uploaded, a blank page will show if nothing was submitted)
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Okeechobee County Letter of Support.pdf
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Okeechobee Utility Authority
WRRDA 2014 Request for Inclusion
September 23, 2015

Page 12 of 12

Board of County Commissioners
Okeechobee County

304 NW 2™ Street-Room123
Okeechobee, FL. 34972
(863)763-6441 x1

November 24, 2014

Mr. Tommy Clay, Chairman
Okeechobee Utility Authority
100 SW 5" Avenue
Okeechobee, FL 34974

RE: Water Resource & Development Act Grant

Dear Chairman Clay:

The Okeechobee Board of County Commissioners is pleased to submit this letter of support, on
behalf of the Okeechobee Utility Authority, regarding the Water Resources Reform &
Development Act of 2014 (WRRDA 2014) for removal of approximately 1,600 septic tanks in the
Treasure Island area of the Taylor Creek Watershed.

Sincerely,

Hegmd M. &L ; g

Bryant H. Culpepper
1% Vice Chairman — District 2

\-"_acalnl Br‘yaqt H. Culpepper Frank Irby Terry Burmugh.;i Margaret Garrard Helton
District 1 District 2 District 3 District 4 District 5

Attachment | — the Board of Okeechobee County Commissioners



Additional Proposal Information

(This is as uploaded, a blank page will show if nothing was submitted)
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Okeechobee Utility Authority 2016\__proposal.pdf
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1. Administrative Details

Proposal Name: Lake Okeechobee Everglades Ecosystem Protec-
tion

by Agency: Okeechobee Utility Authority
Locations: FL

POC Name: John Hayford

POC Phone: (863) 763-9460, Ext. 218
POC Email: jhayford@ouafl.com

Date Submitted: 09/15/2016

Confirmation Number: 6ab9d149-0d59-4fd9-adfe-44bc566d6171

Supporting Documents

File Name Date Uploaded
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2. Provide the name of the primary sponsor and all non-Federal interests that have contributed
or are expected to contribute toward the non-Federal share of the proposed feasibility study or
modification.

Sponsor Letter of Support
Okeechobee Utility Author- | The project will collect and treat wastewater that will pre-
ity (Primary) vent nutrients from septic tanks systems to enter waters of

the State of Florida (Taylor Creek) and Lake Okeechobee
(headwaters to the Everglades). This project will directly
support the Everglades/Lake Okeechobee Protection Acts,
and is consistent with existing Corps of Engineers authority
to carry out Environmental Infrastructure projects, which
have been authorized in previous Water Resources Develop-
ment Acts and funded in annual Energy and Water Devel-
opment Appropriations legislation. In addition, this project
will support the goals and objectives of several State agen-
cies, including the Florida Department of Environmental
Protection and the South Florida Water Management Dis-
trict, and Federal agencies, including the Environmental
Protection Agency and the Army Corps of Engineers, which
have made the protection of the headwaters, Lake Okee-
chobee and the Everglades Ecosystem a priority.

3. State if this proposal is for a feasibility study, a modification to an authorized USACE
feasibility study or a modification to an authorized USACE project. If it is a proposal for a
modification, provide the authorized water resources development feasibility study or project
name.

[x] Modification to an Authorized USACE Project : South Seminole and North Orange County Florida
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4. Clearly articulate the specific project purpose(s) of the proposed study or modification.
Demonstrate that the proposal is related to USACE mission and authorities and specifically
address why additional or new authorization is needed.

The modification to the existing authorization would be as follows:

Section 5158 (3) (G) (127) of title V of the Water Resources Development Act, 2007 (P.L. 110-114) is
amended by striking “SOUTH SEMINOLE AND NORTH ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA” and adding
“SOUTH SEMINOLE, NORTH ORANGE COUNTY AND OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FLORIDA” and by
striking “the South Seminole and North Orange County Wastewater Transmission Authority, Florida” and
adding “the South Seminole and North Orange County Wastewater Transmission Authority, Florida and
Okeechobee Utility Authority, Florida.”

Section 5158 (3)(G)(127) of title V of the Water Resources Development Act, 2007 (P.L> 110-114) would
now read —

SOUTH SEMINOLE, NORTH ORANGE COUNTY AND OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FLORIDA. -
$30,000,000 for wastewater infrastructure for the South Seminole and North Orange County Wastewater
Transmission Authority, Florida, and Okeechobee Utility Authority, Florida.”

The modification would allow the Okeechobee Utility Authority to move forward with the Corps of Engineers
to participate in the Environmental Infrastructure program, and purse a project that would provide for the
removal of approximately 1,600 septic tanks and associated drain fields and several small wastewater package
treatment plants which impact both environmental and aquatic ecosystems. The flow from these facilities
either directly or indirectly flow into tributaries to Taylor Creek, near where Taylor Creek flows into Lake
Okeechobee. As you are aware, Lake Okeechobee is the headwaters for the Everglades. Additionally, flows
from the lake are periodically diverted towards marine estuaries located on both the Atlantic and Gulf of
Mexico coastal regions.

6ab9d149-0d59-4{d9-adfe-44bc566d6171 3



5. To the extent practicable, provide an estimate of the total cost, and the Federal and non-
Federal share of those costs, of the proposed study and, separately, an estimate of the cost of
construction or modification.

Federal Non-Federal Total
Study $275,000 $175,000 $450,000
Construction $10,000,000 $10,000,000 $20,000,000

Explanation (if necessary)

6ab9d149-0d59-4{d9-adfe-44bc566d6171 4



6. To the extent practicable, describe the anticipated monetary and nonmonetary benefits of
the proposal including benefits to the protection of human life and property; improvement to
transportation; the national economy; the environment; or the national security interests of
the United States.

The proposed Lake Okeechobee/Everglades Ecosystem Protection Project would provide for the removal of
approximately 1,600 septic tanks and associated drain fields and several small wastewater package treatment
plants which impact both environmental and aquatic ecosystems. The flow from these facilities either
directly or indirectly flow into tributaries to Taylor Creek, where Taylor Creek flows into Lake Okeechobee,
the headwaters for the Everglades. Additionally, flows from the lake are periodically diverted towards
marine estuaries located on both the Atlantic and Gulf of Mexico coastal regions. This summer, those flows
discharged the noxious blue-green algae into Martin County’s coastline, having a detrimental effect on the
tourism economy.

Since the project is designed to remove nutrients and bacteria, water quality impacts from the septic
tank/package treatment plant discharges will be removed. These nutrient rich discharges lead to exces-
sive growth of emergent and submerged plants such as cattails and the noxious blue-green algae. With the
removal of these excessively elevated nutrients to the aquatic ecosystem, overall water quality will improve
in the receiving body. Water clarity will improve which in turn will allow for native submerged plants (i.e.,
southern naiad, muskgrass, peppergrass and tapegrass) to thrive, thereby providing cover for marine species
and a dependable food source for others.

6ab9d149-0d59-4{d9-adfe-44bc566d6171 5)



7. Does local support exist? If ‘Yes’, describe the local support for the proposal.
[x] Yes

Local Support Description

This project is supported by the Florida Department of Environmental Protection, South Florida Water
Management District, Okeechobee County, City of Okeechobee and Economic Council of Okeechobee. It
also has the support of Senator Bill Nelson and Congressman Tom Rooney.

8. Does the primary sponsor named in (2.) above have the financial ability to provide for the
required cost share?

[x] Yes

6ab9d149-0d59-4{d9-adfe-44bc566d6171 6



Map Document

(This is as uploaded, a blank page will show if nothing was submitted)
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Okeechobee Utility Project Map.pdf
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Okeechobee Utility Authority
WRRDA 2014 Request for Inclusion
September 23, 2015

Page 3 of 12
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Attachment A — Treasure Island Service Area



Other Non-Federal Sponsors
Letter(s) of Support

(This is as uploaded, a blank page will show if nothing was submitted)
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Rooney 09 28 15 Okeechobee Utility Support Letter.pdf
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THOMAS J. ROONEY COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS

177H DisTRICT, FLORIDA

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

DEPUTY WHIP

2160 Raysurn House OFFiCE BUILDING @nngrfﬁﬁ Hf thB Hnit?h %tatkﬁ
WasHinGgToN, DC 20515 ~ pe
(202) 225-5792 ﬁﬂuﬂf nf ﬂ?ﬁrPEPntﬂﬁUPE
httpz/irooney.house.gov maﬁhmgfﬂn. ma" 2[]3 1 E_HHI Z

September 28, 2015

The Honorable Jo-Ellen Darcy

Assistant Secretary of the Army for Civil Works
Headquarters, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
441 G Street, NW

Washington, DC 20314-1000

Dear Secretary Darcy:

I am writing to offer my support to the Okeechobee Utility Authority’s proposed feasibility study, in
accordance with Section 7001 of the Water Resources Reform and Development Act of 2014 (WRRDA
2014), that will protect the Lake Okeechobee/Everglades Ecosystems.

This project will directly support the Everglades/Lake Okeechobee Protection Acts, and is consistent with
existing U.S. Army Corps of Engineers authority to carry out Environmental Infrastructure projects that
have been authorized in previous Water Resources Development Acts and funded in annual Energy and
Water Development Appropriations legislation.

The proposed Lake Okeechobee/Everglades Ecosystem Protection Project would provide for the removal
of approximately 1,600 septic tanks and associated drain fields and several small wastewater package
treatment plants that impact both environmental and aquatic ecosystems. The flow from these facilities
both directly and indirectly deposit into the tributaries of Taylor Creek, near the area where the creek
meets Lake Okeechobee. These flows from the lake are periodically diverted towards marine estuaries in
the Atlantic and Gulf of Mexico coastal regions.

The project will support the goals and objectives of several State agencies, including the Florida
Department of Environmental Protection and the South Florida Water Management District. The project
is also in the interest of Federal agencies, including the Environmental Protection Agency and Army
Corps of Engineers, which have made the protection of the headwaters, Lake Okeechobee and the
Everglades Ecosystem system a priority.

The total cost for this project is approximately $19 million, and the Okeechobee Utility Authority has the
financial ability to provide up to 50% for this project.

Again, I am writing to convey my strong support for this proposed feasibility study. If you have any
questions, please contact Clay Hollis in my office at clay.hollis@mail.house.gov, or (202) 225-5792.

homas J. Roopey
Member of Congress

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER



Other Non-Federal Sponsors
Letter(s) of Support

(This is as uploaded, a blank page will show if nothing was submitted)

6ab9d149-0d59-4fd9-adfe-44bc566d6171

37



SFWMD Letter of Support.pdf
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SOUTH FLORIDA WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT

December 15, 2014

Mr. Tommy Clay, Chairman
Okeechobee Utility Authority
100 SW 5th Avenue
Okeechobee, FL 34974

Subject: Treasure Island Vacuum Sewer System and East Side Force Main Project
Dear Mr. Clay:

The South Florida Water Management District (SFWMD) understands that the Okeechobee
Utility Authority (OUA) is seeking a grant under the Water Resources Reform and Development
Act (WRRDA) 2014 for the Treasure Island Vacuum Sewer System and East Side Force Main
Project. The SFWMD is submitting this letter to indicate that the proposed septic to sewer
project is included in the Lake Okeechobee Watershed Protection Plan and it supports the goals
of the Northern Everglades and Estuaries Protection Program.

The Watershed Protection Plans associated with the Northern Everglades and Estuaries
Protection Program (373.4595 Florida Statutes) identified failing septic tanks as a contributor to
degraded water quality and includes septic to sewer conversion projects as measures to
improve water quality. The Okeechobee Utility Authority Treasure Island Vacuum Sewer
System and East Side Force Main Project, to remove the dependency of septic systems in this
area, was included as a specific management measure in the 2014 update to the Lake
QOkeechobee Watershed Protection Plan to help improve the quality of water entering Lake
Okeechobee. The Treasure Island development is located in the Taylor Creek Nubbin Slough
Sub-watershed which drains to Lake Okeechobee and is a priority area for water quality
improvements due to elevated levels of nutrients.

Sincerely,

Lennart J. Lindahl, P.E.
Assistant Executive Director

LJLb

¢ Lesley Bertolotti, SFWMD
Mark Elsner, SFWMD
Beth Lewis, SFWMD
Jeff Sumner, SFWMD
Tom Teets, SFWMD

3301 Gun Club Road, West Palm Beach, Florida 33406 = (561) 686-8800 = FL WATS 1-500-432-2045
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 24680, West Palm Beach, FL 33416-4680 * www.shwmd, gov
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