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SUBJECT: Implementation Guidance for Section 1402(c) of the Water Resources 
Development Act of 2016 (WRDA 2016), Special Rules, Upper Trinity River 

1. Section 1401 (9) authorized the Upper Trinity River, Central City, Fort Worth, Texas 
Project to be carried out substantially in accordance with the plans and subject to the 
conditions contained in the decision document dated May 21, 2008. Section 1402(c) of 
WRDA 2016 provides a special rule that limits federal expenditures on recreation features 
for the Upper Trinity River Project, Texas, as authorized in Section 1401(9)(1) ofWRDA 
2016, to a maximum of $5,500,000. A copy of Section 1402(c) of the WRDAActis 
enclosed. 

2. The Upper Trinity River, Central City Project, .authorized for construction by Section 116 
of Public Law 108-447, dated 8 December 2004, was based on a locally prepared master 
plan entitled Trinity River Vision. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) participation in 
construction of the project was limited to a subset of the overall project defined at a total 
cost not to exceed $220,000,000, of which $110,000,000 is the federal cost. 

3. In May 2008, the ASA( CW) approved Sup~lement One to the Final Environmental 
Impact Statement (FSEIS) and Modified Project Report and signed a Record of Decision 
(ROD) for the project. The Modified Project Report incorporated the Riverside Oxbow 
Project into the overall project Th.e report and FSEIS reviewed all features in the overall 
Master Plan (to include Riverside Oxbow) for technical soundness and environmental 
acceptability, and re-defined the features that would be included in the $220,000,000 Corps 
of Engineers Project. The ASA(CW) determined that the modified project was technically 
sound and environmentally acceptable but recognized that the proposed features had not 
been subjected to an economic analysis, and asserted that many of the project features 
provide recreational benefits which are not high priority project outputs for federal 
investments, or environmental benefits ·resulting from planting upland prairie areas. Finally, 
the ASA(CW) conditioned federal participation to the limits provided by the provisions of 
Section 116 and appropriations by Congress for the project. 

4. Section 1401 (9) authorized the Secretary to carry out the project substantially in 
accordance with the plans, and subject to the conditions, described in the May 2008 
decision document and increased the authorized cost to $810.0 million, of which $526.5 
million is the federal cost. Further cost sharing for construction and operation and 
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maintenance of the project shall be in accordance with Section 103 of WRDA 1986, as 
amended. In accordance with Section 2008(c) of WRDA 2007, estimated federal and non­
federal costs are for informational purposes only and shall not be interpreted as affecting 
the cost-sharing responsibilities established by law. In accordance with Section 1402(c), 
federal participation in cost sharing recreation features is limited to $5,500,000. 

5. With available funding, the Corps will develop a clear description of the features it 
believes to be included the Corps' Central City project, as authorized by WRDA 2016, and 
identify, based on the May 21, 2008 decision report, how and why each feature was 
characterized in terms of whether it was in the Corps' project, the conditions, or as part of 
the overall Central City project but not part of the Corps' project. This description shall be 
provided for review and approval by the ASA(CW). After approval of the project description, 
the Corps shall also develop, for each project feature to be constructed pursuant to this 
authority, a breakdown of the costs of the feature, an identification of the project purpose(s), 
an allocation of the costs among those purposes, and the apportionment between federal 
and non-federal costs in accordance with Sections 103 of WRDA 1986, as amended. The 
Corps shall submit the breakdown of any feature for review and approval by the ASA( CW) 
prior to expending any additional funds on that feature. 

6. Corps participation in the project is inconsistent with Administration policy since the 
project was authorized by Congress based upon a local master plan that has not been 
evaluated for economic justification in accordance with the Principles and Guidelines for 
Water and Related Land Resources, dated 10 March 1983. Therefore, no additional federal 
work may be undertaken to implement this project unless funds are appropriated and 
allocated for work on the project. To the extent funds are appropriated and allocated for the 
project, these funds may be utilized to prepare necessary documents for approval, including 
the breakdown of the costs of the work and the associated project purpose for each feature 
to be constructed, to amend the Project Partnership Agreement to accomplish such work, 
and to carry out such work. 

7. Questions regarding this implementation guidance may be directed to 
Kathleen Williams, Deputy Chief, Southwestern Division Regional Integration Team, at 
(202) 761-0415 or Kathleen.A.Williams@usace.army.mil. 

Encl 
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~ 
JAMES C. DAL TON, P.E. 
Director of Civil Works 
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SECTION 1402: SPECIAL RULES. 

(c) UPPER TRINITY RIVER-Not more than $5,500,000 may be expended to carry out 
recreation features of the Upper Trinity River project, Texas, authorized by section 
1401 (9) of this Act. 
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