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MEMORANDUM FOR COMMANDER, SOUTHWESTERN DIVISION 

MAY 1 1 20t7 

SUBJECT: Implementation Guidance for Section 1318 of the Water Resources 
Development Act of 2016 (WRDA 2016), Cameron County, Texas 

1. This memorandum provides implementation guidance on section 1318 of the WRDA 
2016. Section 1318 directs the Secretary to release the United States interests in 
certain tracts of land located in Cameron County, Texas. Section 1318 is enclosed. 

2. CESWG-RE shall complete a Disposal Report. The Disposal Report must include a 
title report and written reports sufficient to satisfy the requirements of the National 
Environmental Policy Act, the Comprehensive Environmental Response, 
Compensation, and Liability Act, the National Historic Preservation Act, and other 
applicable environmental and historic preservation laws. 

3. To carry out a conveyance under section 1318 for the tracts identified in section 
1318(d)(1)-(10), CESWD-PDR will submit a disposal package to CEMP-CR for review 
and approval. The disposal package will include a CESWG-OD disposal approval 
memorandum, a Determination Approving Disposal of Real Property prepared by Real 
Estate for the Chief of Operations and Regulatory signature, and a quitclaim deed or 
quitclaim deeds for disposal tracts executed by the grantee and prepared for the 
Director of Real Estate signature. The district shall advise the Brownsville Navigation 
District that HQUSACE will have final approval of the conveyance documents and terms 
of disposal. Led by CEMP-CR, the USAGE vertical team shall apply due diligence to 
coordinate and agree on the form of the quitclaim deed and other terms of the disposal 
prior to acceptance of the deed by the Grantee. Upon accepted by the Grantee, the 
disposal package shall be reviewed by district and division offices and approved by 
CEMP-CR, following coordination with CECC-R. 

4. In accordance with Section 1318(c), the Brownsville Navigation District shall be 
responsible for the administrative and environmental documentation expenses incurred 
by the Secretary in entering into the transaction, to include any survey work needed to 
determine the acreage and legal description of the land and improvements to be 
transferred. No consideration is required for release of the specified interests. 
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5. Questions regarding this implementation guidance should be directed to Theodore 
Nettles, Real Estate Division, at (202) 761-5542, Theodore.L.Nettles@usace.army.mil. 

Encl 
Chief, Re Estat ivision 
Directorate of M" ary Programs 
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SEC. 1318. CAMERON COUNTY, TEXAS. 
(a) RELEASE.-As soon as practicable after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary shall execute and file in the appropriate office a deed of release, amended 
deed, or other appropriate instrument effectuating the release of the interests of the 
United States in certain tracts of land located in Cameron County, Texas, as described 
in subsection (d). 
(b) ADDITIONAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS.-The Secretary may require that any 
release under this section be subject to such additional terms and conditions as the 
Secretary considers appropriate and necessary to protect the interests of the United 
States. 
(c) COSTS OF CONVEYANCE.-The Brownsville Navigation District shall be 
responsible for all reasonable and necessary costs, including real estate transaction 
and environmental documentation costs, associated with the releases. 
(d) DESCRIPTION.-The Secretary shall release all or portions of the interests in the 
following tracts as determined by a survey to be paid for by the Brownsville Navigation 
District, that is satisfactory to the Secretary: 

(1) Tract No. 1: Being 1,277.80 Acres as conveyed by the Brownsville Navigation 
District of Cameron County, Texas, to the United States of America by instrument 
dated September 22, 1932, and recorded at Volume 238, pages 578 through 580, in 
the Deed Records of Cameron County, Texas, to be released and abandoned in its 
entirety, save and except approximately 361.03 Acres, comprised of the area 
designated by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers as required for the project known as 
Brazos Island Harbor Deepening, and further save and except approximately 165.56 
Acres for the existing Dredged Material Placement Area No. 4A 1. 

(2) Tract No. 2: Being 842.28 Acres as condemned by the United States of 
America by the Final Report of Commissioners dated May 6, 1938, and recorded at 
Volume 281, pages 486 through 488, in the Deed Records of Cameron County, Texas, 
to be released and abandoned in its entirety, save and except approximately 178.15 
Acres comprised of a strip 562 feet in width, being the area designated by the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers as required for the project known as Brazos Island Harbor 
Deepening, further save and except approximately 76.95 Acres for the existing Dredged 
Material Placement Area No. 4A 1, and further save and except approximately 7 4.40 
Acres for the existing Dredged Material Placement Area No. 4B1. 

(3) Tract No. 3: Being 362.00 Acres as conveyed by the Manufacturing and 
Distributing University to the United States of America by instrument dated March 3, 
1936, and recorded at Volume "R", page 123, in the Miscellaneous Deed Records of 
Cameron County, Texas, to be released and abandoned in its entirety. 

(4) Tract No. 4: Being 9.48 Acres as conveyed by the Brownsville Navigation 
District of Cameron County, Texas, to the United States of America by instrument 
dated January 23, 1939, and recorded at Volume 293, pages 115 through 118, in the 
Deed Records of Cameron County, Texas (said 9.48 Acres are identified in said 
instrument as the "Second Tract"), to be released and abandoned in its entirety, save 
and except approximately 1.97 Acres, comprised of the area designated by the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers as required for the project known as Brazos Island Harbor 
Deepening, plus 5.0 feet. 
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(5) Tract No. 5: Being 10.91 Acres as conveyed by the Brownsville Navigation 
District of Cameron County, Texas, by instrument dated March 6, 1939, and recorded 
at Volume 293, pages 113 through 115, in the Deed Records of Cameron County, 
Texas (said 10.91 Acres are identified in said instrument as "Third Tract"), to be 
released and abandoned in its entirety, save and except approximately 0.36 Acre, 
comprised of the area designated by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers as required for 
the project known as Brazos Island Harbor Deepening. 

(6) Tract No. 9: Being 552.82 Acres as condemned by the United States of 
America by the Final Report of Commissioners dated May 6, 1938, and recorded at 
Volume 281, pages 483 through 486, in the Deed Records of Cameron County, Texas, 
to be released and abandoned in its entirety, save and except approximately 84.59 
Acres, comprised of the area designated by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers as 
required for the project known as Brazos Island Harbor Deepening. 

(7) Tract No. 10: Being 325.02 Acres as condemned by the United States of 
America by the Final Report of Commissioners dated May 7, 1935, and recorded at 
Volume 281, pages 476 through 483, in the Deed Records of Cameron County, Texas, 
to be released and abandoned in its entirety, save and except approximately 76.81 
Acres, comprised of the area designated by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers as 
required for the project known as Brazos Island Harbor Deepening. 

(8) Tract No. 11: Being 8.85 Acres in as conveyed by the Brownsville Navigation 
District of Cameron County, Texas, to the United States of America by instrument dated 
January 23, 1939, and recorded at Volume 293, Pages 115 through 118, in the Deed 
Records of Cameron County, Texas (said 8.85 Acres are identified in said instrument as 
the "First Tract"), to be released and abandoned in its entirety, save and except 
approximately 0.30 Acres, comprised of the area within the project known as Brazos 
Island Harbor Deepening, plus 5.0 feet. 

(9) Tract No. A 1 OOE: Being 13.63 Acres in as conveyed by the Brownsville 
Navigation District of Cameron County, Texas, to the United States of America by 
instrument dated September 30, 1947, and recorded at Volume 427, page 1 through 4 
in the Deed Records of Cameron County, to be released and abandoned in its entirety, 
save and except approximately 6.60 Acres, comprised of the area designated by the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers as required for the existing project known as Brazos 
Island Harbor, plus 5.0 feet. 

( 10) Tract No. 122E: Being 31.4 Acres as conveyed by the Brownsville 
Navigation District of Cameron County, Texas, to the United States of America by 
instrument dated December 11, 1963 and recorded at Volume 756, page 393 in the 
Deed Records of Cameron County, Texas, to be released and abandoned in its entirety, 
save and except approximately 4.18 Acres in Share 31 of the Espiritu Santo Grant in 
Cameron County, Texas, and further save and except approximately 2.04 Acres in 
Share 7 of the San Martin Grant in Cameron County, Texas, being portions of the area 
designated by the Corps of Engineers as required for the current project known as 
Brazos Island Harbor, plus 5.0 feet. 
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