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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
JACKSONVILLE DISTRICT CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

701 San Marco Boulevard 

JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 32207-8175 

2 8 JUL 2017 

MEMORANDUM FOR Commander, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, South Atlantic 
Division (CESAD-RBT), 60 Forsyth Street, Room 10M15, Atlanta, GA 30303 

SUBJECT: Request for Approval of a Planned Temporary Deviation to Raise the 
Regulation Schedule in Water Conservation Area 2A (WCA-2A) 

1. The Water Conservation Areas (WCAs) are currently experiencing very high water 
levels due to early wet season storms that produced an area-wide average rainfall of 
over 18 inches from 1 to 23 June 2017. These water levels have reached record highs 
for this time of the year. WCA-3A, in particular, was the highest it has ever been in the 
month of June, the start of the wet season. In an effort to alleviate the high water in 
WCA-3A, a planned temporary deviation was executed in June 2017 to increase the 
operational flexibility to maximize outflows. Since implementation of the June deviation, 
the system has seen some relief, however WCA-3A continues to have a high stage 
(1.93 feet above schedule) and a slow recession rate (0.1 foot per week). The 
Jacksonville District (SAJ) is requesting an approval of a planned temporary deviation 
from the 1988 Regulation Schedule for Water Conservation Area 2A to raise the 
regulation schedule. The action will allow SAJ to reduce inflows to WCA-3A through the 
S-11 s due to increased storage capacity in WCA-2A. This deviation would remain in 
effect until WCA-3A falls below Zone A, at which point a recovery period would be 
initiated to reduce the WCA-2A stage to the pre-deviation regulation schedule (normal 
operations). The deviation, including the recovery period, shall not extend past 30 April 
2018 under this request. 

2. Due to the urgency of the SAJ's requested operational changes, an expedited 
Environmental Assessment (EA) and Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) has 
been prepared to assess any environmental impacts associated with this action. The 
EA and accompanying FONSI, provided with this letter in Enclosure 1, have found there 
are no significant adverse effects anticipated with this planned temporary deviation. 
Reducing inflows into WCA-3A will allow additional recovery capability for WCA-3A. The 
ability to lower stages quicker in WCA-3A can help to alleviate potential damage to tree 
island habitat, which is essential to the ecological landscape within the WCAs. 
Furthermore, lowering the water levels will aid in averting any potential impacts to public 
health, safety, welfare and property in the South Florida region. SAJ completed this EA 
in accordance with ER 200-2-2 to address the federal action of the planned temporary 
deviation to the regulation schedule. The signed FONSI will be made available for 
public review. SAJ may generate a supplemental EA as necessary to discuss and 
disclose any 
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additional effects to the human environment that may not have been addressed within 
this EA. 

3. An Operational Strategy, including a recommendation and analysis for this 
operational change, is included with this letter in Appendix A in the EA (Enclosure 1 ). 

4. The Operational Strategy was developed in close coordination with key stakeholder 
agencies such as the US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA), Florida Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWCC), Miccosukee Tribe of 
Indians, Seminole Tribe of Florida, Florida Department of Environmental Protection 
(FDEP), and the South Florida Water Management District (SFWMD). Correspondence 
with these agencies is included with this letter in Appendix Bin the EA (Enclosure 1). 

5. Included with this memorandum is an Emergency Final Order issued from the FDEP 
· on 23 June 2017 providing their concurrence and authorization supporting the Corps' 
request for deviation and a deviation requests from SFWMD. 

6. Currently, the SAJ is choosing not to pursue raising the level of L-29 above its 
maximum canal stage of 7.5 ft, NGVD in order to prevent delay or damages to the C-
111 South Dade Contract 8 and SA construction projects while maintaining the 
authorized flood mitigation for the 8.5 Square Mile Area (SMA). 

7. Point of contact is Mr. Luis Alejandro, Water Management Section at 
(904) 232-3034. 
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Commanding 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
JACKSONVILLE DISTRICT CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

P.O. BOX 4970 

JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 32232-0019 

MEMORANDUM FOR SEE DISTRIBUTION 

SUBJECT: Assumption of Command 

26 July 2017 

By authority of paragraph 2-8, Army Regulation 600-20, the undersigned assumes 
command of the Jacksonville District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (W2SR02), 
Jacksonville, Florida 32207-8175, effective 26 July 2017 through 1August2017. 

DISTRIBUTION: 
A 

~~-m.J~ 
TIMIKA M. WILSON 
LTC, EN 
Commanding 


