
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
JACKSONVILLE DISTRICT CORPS OF ENGINEERS

701 SAN MARCO BOULEVARD 
JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 32207-0019 

REPLY TO 
ATTENTION OF 

Planning and Policy Division 
Environmental Branch 

Mr. Donald Progulske 
Everglades Program Supervisor 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
1339 20th Street 
Vero Beach, FL 32960 

Subject: Operations of S-12A, ,S-343A, S-343B and S-344 Planned Temporary 
Deviation 

Dear Mr. Progulske: 

This letter serves to communicate the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Jacksonville 
District (Corps) decision regarding operation of the S-12A, S-12B, S-343A, S-343B and 
S-344 structures. We acknowledge your email correspondence dated September 28, 
2107 and October 5, 2017 pertaining to the Corps' request for emergency consultation 
under the 1973 Endangered Species Act, as amended, on the 2017 S-12A, S-12B, S-
343A, S-343B and S-344 Planned Temporary Deviation. In your September 28, 2017 
email, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Seervice (FWS) concluded that the action may 
adversely affect the endangered Cape Sable seaside sparrow (CSSS). 

The Corps is proceeding with the 2017 S-12A, S-12B, S-343A, S-343B and S-344 
Planned Temporary Deviation in order to alleviate risks to valuable natural resources, 
public health, safety or welfare. Our plan includes dealyed closure of the S-12A and S-
12B structures and reopening of the S-343A, S-343B and S-344 structures until stages 
within Water Conservation Area 3A (WCA 3A) fall below the Modified Water Deliveries 
Project Increment 1 Action Line or January 1, 2018, whichever comes first. Your 
October 5, 2017 email indicated FWS' acknowledgement of the necessity of keeping 
these structures open and that FWS would provide the Corps with some conservation 
recommendations. 

As your agency stated that formal consultation was necessary for the CSSS, please 
find enclosed a Biological Assessment for the October 2017 Planned Temporary 
Deviation. As discussed at our September 29, 2017 Everglades Restoration Transition 
Plan (ERTP) Leadership Meeting, the Corps will provide an After Action Report to 
include all 2017 water management deviation activities approximately 90 days post 
conclusion of the deviations. The After Action Report is currently anticipated in summer 
2018. 
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Please note that completion of the Old Tamiami Trail borrow canal plug between 
S-128 and S-12C by Everglades National Park as mentioned in the February 8, 2017 
Increment 1 Plus Environmental Assessment, 2011 ERTP Environmental Impact 
Statement and 2010 ERTP Biological Opinion would prevent flows from S-12C into 
CSSS, subpopulation A (CSSS-A) habitat. This plug would further minimize cumulative 
water management flows to CSSS-A habitat. 

In summary, the Corps is taking immediate actions necessary to alleviate high 
water conditions within WCA 3A including delayed closure of the S-12A and S-128, 
along with reopening of the S-343A, S-3438 and S-344 structures. The Corps commits 

to continue to monitor the existing hydrologic gages downstream of these structures and 
develop an After Action Report to demonstrate any effects on CSSS-A habitat and the 
ecosystem in general. If you have any questions regarding the information in this letter, 
please contact me at (904) 232-2336 or have your staff contact Mr. Luis Alejandro, 
Chief, Water Management Section at (904) 232-3034. 

Sincerely, 
) 
! 

Enclosure 


