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Subject:Operations of S-12A,S-12B, S-343A,S-343B, S-344,and S322-DPlanned
Temporary Deviation 

Dear Mr. 

The U.S.Army Corps of Engineers, Jacksonville District (Corps) acknowledges
receipt of your letterdated August 8, 2017pertaining to the Corps request for 
Emergency Endangered SpeciesAct consultationon the 2017S-12A,S-12B,S-343A,
S-343B,S-344and S-322DPlannedTemporary Deviation. Inyour letter, the U.S.Fish 
and WildlifeService(FWS)provided comments and requested additionalinformation 
pursuant to our July6, 2017BiologicalAssessment (BA) in support of the Planned
Temporary Deviation. 

Inour BA, as wellas in our 2017PlannedTemporary Deviation Environmental
Assessment, the Corps stated that the 2017PlannedTemporary Deviation willbe in 
effect untilthe Water Conservation Area 3A (WCA 3A), 3-station gauge average falls
belowZoneA of the WCA 3A RegulationSchedule. The Corps anticipates that the 
deviation will be in effect untilat leastJanuary 2017and an After Action Report 
completed60-90days post conclusion. In the absence of further water management 
deviation actions during the remainder of the 2017wet season, the Corps anticipates 
adhering to the seasonalclosurecriteria for S-12A,S-12B,S-343A,S-343B,and S-344
identified in both the 2016FWSBiologicalOpinionand the Corps' Increment1 Plus
SupplementalEnvironmentalAssessment and Finding of No Significant Impactdated 
February 7, 2017, includingconsideration of the WCA 3A high water strategy criteria. 
According to these criteria: 

• S-343A,S-343B,and S-344will closeon October1, 2017;
• S-12Aand S-12Bwilleach closeon October1, 2017 if the WCA 3A, 3-station 

gauge average has receded below10.5feet NGVD; 
• S-12Awillunconditionally closeon November 1, 2017;S-12Bwillcloseon 

November 1, 2017 if the WCA 3A, 3-station gauge average has receded below
11.0feet NGVD; and 

• S-12Bwillunconditionally closeon December 1, 2017..
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Full responses to the FWScommentary on the BA may be found in Attachment 1. 

Shouldyou have any questions regarding our responses in Attachment 1 or on 
status of water management operations, pleasecontact me or have your staff contact 
Dr. Gina Paduano Ralph, Chief, EnvironmentalBranch at (904) 232-2336 or Mr. Luis 
Alejandro,Chief, Water Management Section at (904) 232-3034. 

Sincerely,

Enclosure


